All that Bapu said in his speech at that Confer-
ence was: "It is well that you gentlemen are rejoining
the Congress. But I would ask you to come in as soldiers^
not as lawyers,"
Two or three days after this, Shri Belavi, a lawyer
and leader of Belgaum, had occasion to visit the Collector
on some matter of business. "Well," asked the Collector,
"so, you invited Barrister Gandhi to your Conference,
did you? And I have heard that the things he said to
you all were far from pleasant! You must have been
sorry that you invited him!'* The 'you poor fellows!'
purr in the Collector's voice put Belaviji's back up.
"Not at all!" he purred back sweetly. "Curious, isn't
it, how little you English know of the Indian character?
We have a deep reverence for Gandhiji. He has every
right to give us advice and guidance. We listened most
respectfully to what he had to say. You will have proofs
of our sincere appreciation of him one day,"
The Collector fell silent.
21. WELCOME TO LOKAMANYA
A small biography of Lokamanya Tilak by Shri
Apte Guruji of National Education fame has recently
been published. Its value has been enhanced by a preface
from the pen of Shri Mavlankar1, in which the following
incident is related:                    *
The Congress Provincial Conference was meet-
ing in Ahmedabad in 1916. In those days this Con-
ference was run by the moderates, although all the
1 Then Speaker of the Bombay Legislative Assembly.   Later
on   the   first Speaker of the Indian Parliament.
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